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There is a general opinion that the old practice in the English Navy was for the ships to plunge into battle pell-mell in the most admired disorder, and the above gives countenance to this view; but it has been asserted that in the first Dutch war in 1652 the line was adopted. In the second Dutch war, in 1665, when Penn was at the right hand of the Duke of York, the line was apparently adopted with success.
Mr. Granville Penn, who enters fully into this question in his "Memorials of Sir William Penn," writes (vol. ii., p. 346): " In the first of the foregoing official narratives we possess the earliest distinct record of an English fleet in column, passing the enemy's line so nearly about the middle as to divide his fleet^ according to the 3rd article of the Duke of York's fighting instructions: in modern phrase, breaking or cutting through the enemy's line.    This unostentatious statement of the fact of the operation shows, both that the commander of that fleet was well aware of its nature and importance, and also that he regarded it as an advantage obvious to watchful and resolute seamanship.    The document that contains this statement, and which certainly was not written with any reference to a recent controversy, has existed in print since the 8th of June, 1665, and has lain from that time on the shelves of all our libraries which contain either the separate narrative or the 'Intelligencer' of that date, unheeded by all the writers of our naval histories.    It is here to be observed that Hoste does not present this second battle of the Texel as an example of an English fleet formed in line for the first time, absolutely, as Macpherson has erroneously done; for he had already shown, on the evidence of an eye-witness, that the English fleet was formed in line to leeward of the Dutch in the first battle of the Texel in 1653, but he presents it as a perfect example of a fleet formed in line, close hauled to the wind, and bearing down into the enemy's line to leeward, according to the Duke of York's 7th instruction."
Granville Penn further quotes from a work published at Amsterdam only three years after the battle ("Description exacte de tout ce qui s'est pass* dans les guerres," etc.), me following corroborative passage: "Le Comte de Sandwich separa k flotte Hollandoise en deux vers Pi heure dufor our perusal.
